Ruth Cottingham (right) and Kathryn Greensill at t

15

he airport yesterday

NO FLIGHT,
AND IT'S
THIRD TIME
UNLUCKY
FOR THEM

By CALVIN

GOH

KIJAL.! LUMPUR. Wed.

— It was third time
unlucky for two English
girls whe were supposed
to leave last night on a
chartered flight to Lon-
don.

Miss Ruth Cottingham,
23, and her friend, Miss
Kathryn Greensill, 23, to-
gether with 145 oiher
passengers were told that
their long-awaited flight
was again posiponed.

Instead, a group of 150
Greeks returning from
Australia, who had no
Malaysian visas, lefl on
their flight.

An agitated Miss Cot-
fingham said today they
booked their tickets in
Hong K on g in May
through the Inter-Asia
Travel Agency branch
there. '

“At first we were to
leave on August 28, but
we were told by Lhe
ageneyv's branch here

that it was postponed for
the next day.” she said.

This morning about 30
of them had gone ta the
agency's office in Bukit
Bintang Lo demand 3 re-
fund on their~ fare but
were refused because the
agency bad already paid
the money Lo the airline.

Their group was sup-
posed to leave on Aug.
28 and the one from Aus-
tralia on Aug, 31 but the
two flights were post-
poned to Sept. 1 and 3
respeciively,

This was due to “ope-
rational delays” on the
part of the airline,

The chartered flight
could only take 155 pas-
sengers and as the Greek
migrants had no visas it
wis imperative that they
continned on their way
after a T2-hour stay. 'l'he
Greeks arrived here on
Aug, 11 evening.



Chartered ‘ﬂ

flight put
off again

Kﬂm LUMPUR, Thurs.

— The chartered ﬂls |
to London was pos li%

- again tonight — fnr the
fourth time in a week.

Thoss booked for the (flight
waited “in vain at the airport
from 6 p.m.

No one from Inter-Asia
Travel Agency, which arranged
the [light. was present to eive
the nreason for the Iurther
delay. ., = .

The flight has now been
pestponed to 630 pm. to-
mMOrrow. , -

Originally the flight was
scheduled to leave on Aug. 28
but it was pestponed to A
29, then to Sept. 1 and
to today. {

From 6 p.n. the pas-
sengers, mostly ents  and
their t;ﬂtt:‘t:cﬂ . nnd :ralatlvu
began c

But there ! ﬁfﬁ from
TInter-Asia and ﬂﬁm %u
over the public address m
did not produce any resulls.




300 in
row

over
flight
mess-up

UALA LUMPUR, Tues.

—More than 300 char-
tered flight passengers at
Subang airport tonight ex-
- pressed indignation and
disgust when they were
- told that their long-await-

ed flight nélidaht yet again
be pos i

The passengers, originally
scheduled top leave in two groups
on Aug, 283 and 31, have been
told by Inter-Asia and Trave]
House that their flight would
definitely be leaving tonight,

W they gathered agp the
nlrprinlrtmnt 8 tonight. it wul‘. dis-
covered that they and another
group of travellers were booked
on one plane which could only
accommeodate half the number,

An argumeni ensued as to
which group should leave first.

To make matters worse, 150
Greek migrants from Australia
were also put on the same flight.
As these migrants had no visas,
it was Imperative that they
continued on their way after
a T2-hour stay.

One  particularl indignant

P Mr. Phillp Khoo,
lamed the travel agencies for
ihe mess-up.

“They pile up reservalions
that were made months ago and
cancel flights like nobody’s busi-
ness,” he sald angrily.

Most of the passengers were
students leaving for studies
overseas and had to register be-
fore Sept. 5. They could not




Chartered
flight put
off again

I{UELA LUMPUR, Thurs.
— The chartered flight
to London was postponed
again tonight — for the
fourth time in a week.
~ Those booked for the flight
waited in vain at the airport
from 6 p.m.

No one from  Inter-Asia
Travel Agency, which arraneed
the flight, was present to give
the reason for the further
delay.

The flight has now been
postponed to 630 pm. to-
morrow, -

Originally the flight was
scheduled to leave on Aug. 28
but it was pestponed fo Aug.
29, then to Sept. 1 and finally
to today.

From 6 p.m. today the pas-
sengers, mostly students and
their friends and relatives
began to check in.

But there was no one from
Initer-Asia ang repeated paging
over the public address system
did not produce. any results.
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Charter plane
due last
Wednesday
takes off

E ﬁTH;tITS TIMES MDNH‘L‘I", EEPTEMBER 14, 1870
- after eight-

W A PERRAERR Oh, what -

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. —
They came Lo the alr-

] port at 7.30 {his merning,
| all 155 of them, to wait
| for a fuight which should
| have mrrived last Wed=

i e
nesday night.
After eight tlresS0mE,
.' troublesome, and frus-
trating bours of sitting

in Subang Airperi, they

flew off 1o London al §
3 pam, on the chartered
airerafi.
T The flight was arranged by
a  local travel ~RECLCY.
Inter-Asia. It had been
postponed  twice — o0
Wednesday pight and
again last might
The plane, & Trans Palar
Alrways Boeing 331, Was
ihen schedaled "L arrive
at B a.m. ioday  and
leaye atl 10,30 a.n.

Ccomplaint

AL 820 aom.. BoweVer. the
passengers were told of
yet another delpy, and
ihat ihe plane would |
arrive at 2 p.m. and take
off at 4 PO

1 was definitely a reliel
when the plane flew in
at  1.1p pm. No Teason
wias givels however, {or
ihe delay.

The passcngers — mostly
sindents — complained of
the jnepnvenience causer
by the delays.

%  Kupasrimonkel. 4. a
Thai :;tl.td.Enl', z,l::]"l.ﬂlil]ilj[:’
in Penang, =aid, “1 kil
he laie for the seminar
which =lariz fomarriw atl
ihe Massachusscls In-
stitute of Technology.”

Action threat

i Myrile Chee, Z1. {hrealen-
ed action against the
ALCOCY for the 0ODE. Fx-
axperating wail. Zhe
almosl cried over the de-
lay which would make
her late for termn At el =
lege in Tomdon.

But Patricia  Watkins, 15,
and her brother. Hugh,
were not worried,
although sehisol term

o slaried 2 few dav¥s ago in

4 London.

. r"PtTlh-Fl.'pE LhF miost d:_ﬁniti\'t

pleture © frustralidn was

An angry Myrtle Chee. .. eight frustrating hours at the alrport that of two-¥ear-old

: Grace Cheung who wait-

~ ¢d im her prem. with her

molher, Mrs. Joan Cheung

Chi (hing, & RAUFse im
London.

“Waork slarts {OIMGEFOW.
I'm certainly going to be
late, niost troublesome,”
sajd »Mrs Chennez, 29

|
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these people waiting for their flight at Subang vesterday they had all the time to sit, stand and stare
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Why the
delay

- i that

' charter
flight to

* London

| By AYESHA HARBEN |

KLT.'.LPL LUMPUR, Tues, — The
recent elght-day delay of @
I Trans Polar charter flight arrang-

ed by the Inter Asia Travel Agency

was today described as “ab-
normal”,
The vice-president of the Trans

Polar Alrlines, Mr. Eric Sandeberg,
| said the Night was delayed because the

airiines had been refused landing
| rights in London.
“and inspite of our trylng des-

perately hard we were unable to secure
Ianding rights or sub-charler another
| aireraft while the Dssengers were
waiting,” he added.
in the circumstances, the Inier
Agia Travel Agency had had no choles
but to postpone the flight and subject
the passengers to Inconvenlence -
“We apologise on the behall of
Trane Polar as well as ourselves, for
the inconvenlence caused, and also In
l advance, for the Inconvenlence that
will be caused to about 400 passEnEeTs
| who are booked on charter flights over
the next two weeks" Mr _
Feter Chan, managing
director of Inter Asla
sald.

Miss Shin ... inaccurate, unfair.

He said the situation was
sl worsh we've experi-
enced In our past three
yvears of operation, during
which wae have handled
more than 250 charter
flights.

The best

“However, we have done
our best lp make our pas-
RETIgArs eomfortable In
hotels and glve them meais

MIL. SANDEBERG
at our eéxpense, and this is “_ . . charter firma face

all we can do In the clr-

many bormns
cumstancez,” he added. P

the Euala Lumpur offlee ol |

Mr., Sandeberg sald
charter flight companies mwrtﬁf.#‘:s& 5. H. 8hin,
faced many problems. said £s PepOrts on
the delay had been Inacs-
“and the public must. curate and unfalr, |

remember that when they

baok on g chartered flieht
they pay about a third of
the price on a commerclal
flight. They musk therefora
be prepared for any diffi-
culties and Inconvenlences
that might occur.” MrSan-
deberg =ald.

& report had stated that
no one from Inter Asia was
at the alrport to ex-
plain the delay. Buk, in fact,
the entire agency siaff wers
present to e 10 the pas-
sengers’ Iipeds and Keep 2
ceol head even when 'we
were being shouted at.” she




COMPANY
PLANS TO BRING
4,000 TOURISTS
A YEAR

UALA LUMPUR, Tues, —
A Malaysian alr charter
operator pians to bring
about 4.000 tourists a year
from  Europe on 4 two-
| week tour of Malaysia and
nai:hbuuﬁnﬁ countries.
“We will bring about 150
| tourists every fortnight |
for a tour of Malaysia and '
Singapore f[rom January
| next year,” said Mr. Peter
Chan, the managing di-
rector of Inter Asla Travel

Company.

Plans are ready for a pro- |
motion campaign in Eu- |
rope and other parts of the
world inviting ists to
join group tours to Ma-
laysia.

“We have printed and dis-
tributed multi-coloured |
brochures explaining the
tours. It will be a compre- |

hensive plan | rated
with our chartered flights.”
he sald.

flis company’s main reglon
of activity for a start
would be Earope,

wie are also encouraging
Malaysians to travel |
abroad.” he =aid.

Tour group

Under this plan, a Mglay-
slan can join a Lour group
and visit all the great
citles of Europe at a mi-
nimum price.

“It is not enough if lureiﬁ-
ers visited our country. we
should also visit theirs and
see how they live,” he said.

A British charter company
has established an
here to take charge of
charter flights coming
from Europe.

It iz Caledonian Afrlines
which has been granterd |
landing rights by the Gov-
ernment to bring tourists
from BEurope.

An American hotel promoter.
Mr. J.M. Assimakopoulos
has also announced plans
to bring American tourists
for a visit to Malaysia on

~a charter basis.

His organisation, the Chris-
topher-Scott International
Incorporated is building a
tourist hotel-eum-hotel
school at Fraser's Hill, on
a partnership venture with
Malaysian investors.



Charter
flight’
to
Britain
may

Miss Combier

include trip by sea

K_UALLA LUMPUR,

Wed. — A char-
tered flight to Britain
is not always smooth
flying all the way—it
may include a trip by
sea to England from

the Continent.

“] understand it is
something to do with
landing rights,” said a
pDrw ALY 22-year-old
French student, Chan-
tal Combier, before leav-
ing for London today,

Chantal was here for
a short holiday with
her engineer father.

“Though I do not
mind the break in the
irip, I am worried over
the delays I have been
subjected to,” said the
final-year pharmacy stu-
dent at the University
of Paris,

She is going to Lon-
don to visit a few
friends.

Several other passen-
gers expressed surprise
when told about the
termination of the flight.

An accountancy stu-
dent from Ipoh, Miss P.
I. Oei, 23, said that she
was not told anything
about the break.

‘Normal’

Another Malaysian who
has settled in Britain,
Mr. A. B. Lee, however
said that it was quite
normal for this to hap-
pen,. -

“But 1 only hope that
I don’'t end up in Lon-
don at 2 am. as I live
in Swindon, a good 70
miles from London,” he
added, before leaving on
the flight — 32 hours
behind schedule.
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